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The Claims; 

Tin's listing of cluiim will replace nil prior versions and listings of claim* in ihe application: No 
amendments have been made. 

Listing 0 f Claims: 

1 . (Original) A meilinri of closing a pair ofelamping amis of an endoscopic grasping 
tool surgical instrument, the pair of clamping amis being anchored to and within a tubular sheath in an 
opposed, normally open relation lo one another and being of the type having jaws with disial lips and heels 
and having wrisrs proximal Lo the jaws, wherein the method comprises the slqut of; 

urging the arms together so lhai they mccl nl their wrists while Ihc jaws remain open; and 
then urging the jaws together so iluil ihcy meet first al their disial tips and last nL Iheir heels. 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1 further comprising providing a drive chassis 
disposed within the sheqih, said drive chassis being upcrahly coupled to die clamping arms for urging ihe 
amis together as Hie chassis moves distally. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 2 further comprising moving the drive chassis 
distally using a drive head of a handle lo cause Ihe urging the arms together. 

4 (Original) The method of claim 2 wherein said drive chassis comprises camming 
surfaces and said each pair of clamping amis comprises camming ramps, and Hirthcr comprising engaging 
said camming surfaces wilh said camming ramps to cause the urging of Ihe arms together. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 4 timber comprising maintaining separation of 
corresponding arms of said two pair of clampinp arms by positioning ar least one lug on said camming 
surfaces. 

6. (Original) A method of ratcheting the closure of a pair of jaws of an endoscopic 
grasping tool surgical instrument, comprising ihe steps of: 

providing u pivotal ly mounted actuator handle operatively coupled to the jaws, said handle having 
a drive head which moves distally to effect jaw closure and said drive head having teeth fanned I hereon; 
and 
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providing a pjiwl positioned for engagement wiih ihe reelh so us in prevent proximal movement of 
the drive head after il has moved disrally. 

7. (Original) The method of claim 6 wherein the pawl is comprised of I wo Lines of 
unequal length so ihsil each line engages ihe ic-eih ullcrnalely with the other, ;js Iho head moves dirifllly. 

K. (Original) A method ut" advancing » surgical cutter of an endoscopic grasping tool 
surgical insimmeni comprising: 

providing two pairs of clamping arms, (he amis of each pair being disposed in opposed relation to 
each other; 

providing the surgical cutter disposed between the pairs of arms and supported for reciprocating 
longitudinal movement between an ad van ceil position in which rhe cutter occupies ul least pint of an 
envelope of space defined by and between iwo pairs of jaws of the pair of arms and a retractable position 
in which llie cutler is proximal to the envelope; 

providing a handle having a drive head operable between a jaws open position and a jaws closed 
position; 

providing a drive iod having a dislul end nperali vely coupled Lo the cutter and a proximal end in 
the handle; 

providing u drive plale opera tively coupled 10 die distal end of xhe drive rod; 
moving Ihe cutter to a cuuer advanced posuion by moving ihe drive phue; and 
blocking movement of the cutter 10 the cutler advanced position by ihe drive head when ihe drive 
head is not in the jaws closed position. 

9. (Original) The method of claim S further comprising providing a drive chassis 
having a proximal position adjacent to the drive head and being opembly coupled to the clamping arms so 
as lo move the jaws together as the chassis moves disiully and further comprising moving die drive head 
dislally lo cause Ihc drive chassis to move disially in move the jaws to a jaws closed position. 

10. (Original) The method of claim 8 further comprising moving the culler lo a cutter 
retracted position by moving the drive plate. 

I f - (Original) The method of claim N wherein the moving the cutter to a cutter advanced 
position comprises moving the cutter lo a position wherein a culting edge of the culter does not protmdc 
outside ihe envelope. 
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1 2. (Previously Presented) A method of ratcheting the closure of n pair of jaws ofa surgical 
instrument comprising Ihe slops of: 

providing :i pivolally mourned iiclualor handle operaiively coupled to the jaws, s»id handle having 
a drive head which moves diMally to effect jaw closure and said drive head having teeth formed I hereon; 
and 

providing a pawl positioned for ei»i> Yemeni with ihe teeth so as to prevent proximal movement of 
the drive head after it has moved dislally; 

wherein the pawl is comprised of two tines of uuc-ijual length so that each line engages the teerh 
allemalely with the other, a* the head moves? distally. 
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